
Failure  

It's writ ten in big, bold let ters so you would n’t miss it. It’s some thing we’d all like to avoid

think ing about, but it’s a fact of ev ery one’s life. It may sound strange, but ev ery suc cess ful per son

has been a fail ure at some point in his or her life. No one is a win ner ev ery time. For ex am ple, Mi -

chael Jor dan failed to make his high school bas ket ball team! There are kids (and adults, too) who

never try to do any thing be cause they are so afraid they might not do it right. They have a fear of

failure. 

A fa mous sci en tist and au thor Dr. Isaac Asimov once said, “Some things are worth a rea son -

able amount of hot wa ter.” In other words, you are not go ing to suc ceed and make ev ery one

happy ev ery time. You might get into “hot wa ter” some of the time. You might make mis takes along

the way. That’s OK!

Any at tempt to do some thing, even if it does n’t work out the way you’d hoped, is a vic tory…if

you have the self-con fi dence to make the at tempt. In fact, the worst fail ure in life is not to have tried 

at all.

Maybe you’ve thought of some things you’d like to try. Maybe you have some goals you think

you can reach some day, but you are re ally hes i tant to work on them. You may think you are not

good enough or smart enough or tal ented enough to do them.

In the next chap ter, you are go ing to think about set ting some goals. Don’t limit your self and

your at tempts be cause you are afraid you might fail! If you do fail, learn from the ex pe ri ence and

move on. That’s what makes a suc cess ful per son.

Think About It!

Now think about your fear of failure. What is one thing you 

would like to do that you have never done?

What are you afraid will happen if you try it and don’t

succeed?

Then what would happen?

Then what would you do?

What is the worst thing that could happen?
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