How to Use this Book!

This book follows the same format for Chapters 1-10. After Chapter 10, there is a section that contains sample units for 3¢, 4t and 5t

grades that were created to illustrate how technology can be used throughout a unit. For Chapters 1-10, each chapter begins by asking the

following question about the specific technology that will be explored in the chapter:

What is [insert specific technology] and how
can it be used to enhance your curriculum,
engage all students, and share student
thoughts and ideas?

A brief description is provided about the technology
application.

The following question is asked:

How can [insert specific technology] be used
as hooks, learning experiences, and
summative (i.e. final) unit assessments to
enhance curriculum and engage all of your
students?

A brief explanation to the question follows.

Chapter 1
Word Clouds — so many uses!

What is a Word Cloud? How can Word Clouds be used to enhance
curriculum, engage all students, and share student thoughts and

z Zschool
R ideas?

A Word Cloud is a visual depiction of words., The size of the words indicates the
frequency of use or importance of the words to the topic. Using a Word Cloud
program allows students to choose an overall shape to symbolize a connection
to an idea or concept and then add relevant words. In a very quick visual,
beliefs and understandings come to the surface and are shared!

The importance of Word Clouds is the ease with which this technology can be used. Students can use Word Clouds to create quick
organizational tools, informative visual assessments, or collaborative collages illustrating what they know about a topic. Word Clouds can
be used to add engagement, include visual displays of important unit vocabulary, or pre-assess what students already know. They can be
displayed in the classroom as poster reminders or utilized as a visual support of student understandings and insights. This technelogy
enhances curriculum, engages students, and r | ing in hooks, | experiences or lessons, and summative assessments,

How can Word Clouds be used as hooks, learning experiences, and summative (i.e. final) unit assessments to enhance
curriculum and engage all of your students?

As educators, we want to be sure that we give all of our students the opportunity to be engaged. We need to hear each ‘student voice’ in
order to be able to support and measure learning. This can be facilitated through technology. Technology is highly engaging to students
and often a part of their lives outside of school. In the tables below there are learning scenarios in the first column. The second column
contains examples of hooks in the top table, learning experiences in the middle table, and summative assessments in the final table. These
examples illustrate how to use Word Clouds in the classroom or computer lab. The third column engages all students in learning strategies.
This is where teachers check to be sure that students are involved and their voices heard.

Figure 1 - Example of Questions




How to Use Hooks
After this explanation, there is a ‘Hook’ section describing what a hook is and why it is important. Following this explanation are two
conceptually connected tables. The top table gives written examples for 3™, 4", and 5t grade using a specific technology for a specific
purpose. The second table is smaller with visual connections to the written information above for each grade as follows:

Examples of Hooks Using [Insert Specific Technology] that Engage All Students

New Content Scenario [Specific Technology] Hook Examples Engaging All Students

A specific scenario is given that introduces This section describes how the teacher works with students | This section describes how the
the reason behind this technology choice for | on this specific technology to meet learning goals. Below in | teacher uses strategies that

the 3" grade hook. Below in a shaded area is | a shaded area is the performance expectation for the allow all student voices to be
the Next Generation Science Standard that is | standard listed in the first column. heard by giving students the
being addressed in the unit. This would be opportunity to be engaged in the
the standard title. *3-ESS2-2.  Obtain and combine information to learning.

describe climates in different regions of the world.
*3-ESS2 Earth’s Systems

Same as above for 4™ grade. Same as above for 4™ grade. Same as above for 4" grade.

Same as above for 5™ grade. Same as above for 5™ grade. Same as above for 5™ grade.

*NGSS 2013: http://www.nextgenscience.org/next-generation-science-standards




Example Specific Technology 3™ grade
Reference to Scenario or Standard

above

Example Specific Technology 4*" grade
Reference to Scenario or Standard

above

Example Specific Technology 5% grade
Reference to Scenario or Standard
above

A visual created using the specific technology or a
borrowed image with website, label, and
resource information will be found here.

A visual created using the specific technology or
a borrowed image with website, label, and
resource information will be found here.

A visual created using the specific technology or
a borrowed image with website, label, and
resource information will be found here.

Examples

In orcer to have  successful start 10 3 urit of study, teachers need to desgn 2 hook that activates background krowledpe, adds rew knawledge, and
engages stucerts in the upcoming urit. Using Word Clouds a5 a haok can b a very effective way of accomplishing these goals

Hooks

les of Hooks Using Word Clouds that Engage All

MNew Content Scanario

Word Cloud Hook Examples

An Intermed late [anguage arts class ks

:}"’" SEArting a unit on Native American
Culwre. The teacher wants the

students to share what they leamed from the

stery that is read to them,

Passible bocks: Circle Boy: Bringing Black EIk's

Storytelling te Life by Fayer & Jones

Black EX’s Vision by 5.0. Nelon

The classroom teacher leads a discussion on the story
and wants students to explain thew ideas and
understand ings after 3 whele class dscussion. Atthe
end of the discussion the teacher asks each student to
create a Word Clewd that prioritizes and highlights the
words they feal are most important to the story, The
teacher uses this as a hook and a pre-assessment to
determine what students already know and ako what
they learned fram the story. The teacher assesses each

| *CCS5.ELA-Uiteracy.5L.3.1.3: Engage student™s work and displays the Word Clouds around the
effectively in a range of collaborative room, (See example below.)
discussions {one-on-one, in groups, and
3 toph d id
and their swn. 3

Engaging Al Students

The stdents are engaged in
learning, &5 each student has
thelr cwn computer. The
teacher is scaffolding and
SUPEOITting learning.

e, M intermediate language arts class i
a”" beginning a new unit on vocabulary.
The teacher wants to interest
students in the topic and assess their
batkground knowledge
Possible Poem: Glurp the Purple Alien:
http:f fwww poetrydkids.com/poems

*CCSS,ELA-Literacy.L5.5: Demanstrate
understanding of word relationships

__and nuances in word meanings.

*Common Core Enghsh Language Arts State Standards

On the first day of the unit, the teacher reads a poem
and then gives a copy of the poerm to each peer group,
They are asked to create a T-chart that lists vecabulary
words on one side and the word relationships on the
other side. The teacher models several examples first.
Once the work is checked, they can use their vecabulary
words to ereate a Word Cloud with a peer. (See example
below.)

*Focus: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

In eeder to ensaure that all
students are engaged in
Iearning, the teacher asks
that students ereate a T-
chart. The teacher then has
students choose the
important words to add to
the Word Cloud. Students
take turns typing in the
words.

Example Word Cloud
3" Grade: Cultures

Example Word Cloud
4™ Grade: Speeches

Example Word Cloud

5™ Grade: Poetry

An intermed iate language arts class is

4; 1 srarting & new unit on werd usage
and the teacher (s wondering how to

introduce this topic and wants to confirm what

students already know.

Passible Speech: Nebon Mandela Inaugural

Speech 1934

The teacher welcomes students and tells them they are
starting a new uniz. A speech s read to the students and
they are asked w think about which words and phrases
convey ideas precisely. The teacher models step-by-
step [on the screen) how to create a Word Cloud. The
teacher explains that they are to type words of phrases
into the Word Cloud that they think are used to convey
ideas precisely, The class discusses their differing ideas
in order to come to conzensus, (See example below.)

*CCSS.FLA-literacy L2.3: Use knowledgo of
speaking, reading, or listening -

In oeder to ensure that all
students are engaged in
learning, the teacher asks
students to discuss each word
with their group and take
turns typing the words for
their Word Cloud. AN student
voices are heard,

Figure 2- Hooks 3rd/4th

Figure 3 - Hooks 5th/Visual Table
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This double-table format repeats with a ‘Learning Experiences’ section and then a ‘Summative Assessment’ section.
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Figure 4 - Learning Experiences 3rd/4th
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Figure 5 - Summative Assessments 3rd/4th
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Figure 6 - Learning Experiences 5th/Visual Table

Figure 7 - Summative Assessments 5th/Visual Table




A ‘Technology’ section follows in which supportive websites are offered about the specific technology.

And lastly, in the ‘Practice Area’ section teachers can go step-by-step through the process of creating a scenario and
choosing a specific technology for a hook, learning experience, or summative assessment for their class using a
template!

Technology

To learn more about Word Ooud websites and Word Cloud uses, go to:

+ 9 Word Cloud Generators that Aren’t Wordle: http://www.edudemic.com/@-word-cloud-generators-that-arent-wordle/
s 10 Word Cloud ors You Have Probably Never Tried: http:ff'www.edudemic.com/word-cloud-generators/

Practice Area

1. Choose a Common Core English | Write the standard(s):

Language Arts State Standard(s).

2. Decide if you will work on a Hook, Lesson/Learning Experience/Summative Assessment or Part of the Summative

hook, learning experience, or the Assessment

i {Circle your choice)

3. Create a scenario for the Write out the scenario as a work in process that may be changed later as needed:
students in your classroom using
the examples in the tables above.

4. Describe the specific idea for this | Specific Idea for Classroom Technology Use:
technology using the plesin
the tables above.

5. Describe how you will be sure to | Specific Ideas to Engage ALL Students:
engage all students.

6. Describe how students will Specific benefits to learning:
benefit from using this technology.

7. Reflect on this process and Reflection:
decide if any changes need to be
made prior to using your idea with
students.

Figure 8 - Technology and Practice Area



