
How to Use this Book! 
 

 
This book follows the same format for Chapters 1-10.  After Chapter 10, there is a section that contains sample units for 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

grades that were created to illustrate how technology can be used throughout a unit.  For Chapters 1-10, each chapter begins by asking the 

following question about the specific technology that will be explored in the chapter: 

 

What is [insert specific technology] and how 
can it be used to enhance your curriculum, 
engage all students, and share student 
thoughts and ideas? 
 
A brief description is provided about the technology 
application.   
 
The following question is asked: 
 
How can [insert specific technology] be used 
as hooks, learning experiences, and 
summative (i.e. final) unit assessments to 
enhance curriculum and engage all of your 
students? 
 
A brief explanation to the question follows.   
 
 
 

Figure 1 - Example of Questions 



How to Use Hooks 
After this explanation, there is a ‘Hook’ section describing what a hook is and why it is important.  Following this explanation are two 
conceptually connected tables.  The top table gives written examples for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade using a specific technology for a specific 
purpose.  The second table is smaller with visual connections to the written information above for each grade as follows: 
 

Examples of Hooks Using [Insert Specific Technology] that Engage All Students 
New Content Scenario [Specific Technology] Hook Examples Engaging All Students 

A specific scenario is given that introduces 
the reason behind this technology choice for 
the 3rd grade hook.  Below in a shaded area is 
the Next Generation Science Standard that is 
being addressed in the unit.  This would be 
the standard title. 
 

*3-ESS2 Earth’s Systems 
 

This section describes how the teacher works with students 
on this specific technology to meet learning goals. Below in 
a shaded area is the performance expectation for the 
standard listed in the first column. 
 
*3-ESS2-2. Obtain and combine information to 

describe climates in different regions of the world. 
 

This section describes how the 
teacher uses strategies that 
allow all student voices to be 
heard by giving students the 
opportunity to be engaged in the 
learning. 

Same as above for 4th grade. Same as above for 4th grade.  Same as above for 4th grade. 

Same as above for 5th grade. Same as above for 5th grade. Same as above for 5th grade. 

*NGSS 2013: http://www.nextgenscience.org/next-generation-science-standards 
 
 
 
 
 



Example Specific Technology 3rd grade 
Reference to Scenario or Standard 

above 

Example Specific Technology 4th grade 
Reference to Scenario or Standard 

above 

Example Specific Technology 5th grade 
Reference to Scenario or Standard 

above 
A visual created using the specific technology or a 
borrowed image with website, label, and 
resource information will be found here. 

A visual created using the specific technology or 
a borrowed image with website, label, and 
resource information will be found here. 

A visual created using the specific technology or 
a borrowed image with website, label, and 
resource information will be found here. 

 
 

Examples 

 
Figure 2- Hooks 3rd/4th 

 
 
 

 
Figure 3 - Hooks 5th/Visual Table 

 



This double-table format repeats with a ‘Learning Experiences’ section and then a ‘Summative Assessment’ section. 
 

 
Figure 4 – Learning Experiences 3rd/4th 

 
Figure 5 - Summative Assessments 3rd/4th 

 

 
Figure 6 – Learning Experiences 5th/Visual Table 

 
Figure 7 - Summative Assessments 5th/Visual Table 

 



A ‘Technology’ section follows in which supportive websites are offered about the specific technology. 

And lastly, in the ‘Practice Area’ section teachers can go step-by-step through the process of creating a scenario and 
choosing a specific technology for a hook, learning experience, or summative assessment for their class using a 

template! 

 

Figure 8 - Technology and Practice Area 

 


