
Part One: The Nuts and Bolts of Classroom Discussion

Chapter One

	 Why “Discuss” Classroom Discussion?................................................................................8
	 Justifying its Use in the Classroom.......................................................................................9
	 The Difference Between Student Talk and Genuine Classroom Conversation...................11

Chapter Two

	 Laying the Groundwork for Success...................................................................................13

Chapter Three

	 Troubleshooting 101............................................................................................................18
	 Sample Rubric.....................................................................................................................24

Chapter Four

	 A Closer Look at a Classic: Revisiting Think-Pair-Share.....................................................25
	 It All Starts with Grouping....................................................................................................26
	 A More Controlled Think-Pair-Share....................................................................................27

Part Two: Individual and Partner Activities

	 An Introduction to These Activities......................................................................................34

	 Silent Debate.......................................................................................................................38
	 Synectics.............................................................................................................................42
	 This Makes Me Think Of… .................................................................................................45
	 ABC Brainstorming..............................................................................................................50

Table of Contents



	 Consider, Sift, then Sort......................................................................................................54
	 Tell Me More........................................................................................................................59
	 Expert Game........................................................................................................................63
	 Category Synectics.............................................................................................................66
	 Piece It Together..................................................................................................................68

Part Three: Small Group Activities

	 An Introduction to These Activities......................................................................................74
	
	 Sharing Board......................................................................................................................76
	 Math All Around...................................................................................................................80
	 Picture This..........................................................................................................................84
	 Roving Exchanges...............................................................................................................87
	 Vocabulary Master...............................................................................................................90
	 Jigsaw Grouping..................................................................................................................94
	 Circling Stations..................................................................................................................98
	 Formula Magic...................................................................................................................102
	 Pass the Problem..............................................................................................................105

Part Four: Whole Group Activities

	 An Introduction to These Activities....................................................................................109

	 Pass the Word...................................................................................................................110
	 Find the Facts....................................................................................................................117
	 Comprehension Coupon...................................................................................................119
	 Kiva....................................................................................................................................122
	 Triad Debate......................................................................................................................125
	 Four Corners......................................................................................................................129
	 Take a Stand......................................................................................................................131
	 Merry Go Round-Up..........................................................................................................135
	 Teaching by Mistake..........................................................................................................138


