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A - Z Activities For The K-2 Student

Miss Spider was lonely.  She decided to give a tea party and
invite all of the insects she saw flying by.  But the bees and bugs
knew it was not a good thing to be caught in a spider web. They
might end up being Miss Spider’s dinner.  She watched sadly as
beetles, fireflies, bumblebees, ants, and butterflies passed her
by. Miss Spider sipped her tea and cried.  No one wanted to be
her friend.  It was then she spied a small, wet moth who had
been caught in a thunderstorm.  It could not fly until its wings
were dry.

Miss Spider lifted him up and dried him off. She gave him
tea.  When he was dry she tossed him gently in the air. The
grateful moth told other insects that Miss Spider meant them no
harm. They all came to tea and Miss Spider was never lonely
again.

Alliteration
Alliteration means words together that have the same begin-

ning sound. Here are sentences that use alliteration. Underline
the same beginning letters in each sentence.

Miss Spider served soda, sandwiches, and salad.
Big bugs balanced baskets of bananas.

Think of a word to describe these insects  The words you
use must begin with the same letter as the insect’s name.
Example: spinning spider

firefly   bug ant      moth     butterfly

B Is For Bees and Bugs
Share: Miss Spider’s Tea Party by David Kirk
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A - Z Activities For The K-2 Student

Rules:  Each team or person draws one card
and reads the “fact” to the other team. A correct
answer earns one point. The game continues
until all the cards are played. These cards will
help you start a collection of facts you will find
in books about bees and bugs.

B Is For Bees and Bugs

ADD A NEW FACT

1. A female Indian Meal
Moth lays 50 eggs.

False: 300-400

2. A Brown Dog Tick does
attack people.

False

3. A Spotted Garden Slug
is eight inches long.

False

4. A Black Carpenter Ant
eats wood.

False

5. A female American
Horsefly bite bleeds
longer.       True

6. Three thousand kinds
of centipedes are found
all over the world.   True

7. A Field Cricket has two
pair of wings.

True

8. A Firefly’s larva is called
a glow worm.

True

ADD A NEW FACT

A Buggy Game

Kathy
Typewritten Text
from



30 © Nancy Polette
Pieces of Learning

A - Z Activities For The K-2 Student

Bees produce honey that is used to make food sweeter. Sing
this song about a Furry Golden Bumblebee. See how many  di-
rectional words you can find.

Tune: “The Itsy Bitsy Spider”

The Furry Golden Bumblebee
went in the flower shop.
Over came the clerk, and asked him to step out.
Go away, please go away, and leave us all alone,
So the Furry Golden Bumblebee decided to go home.

Now use the tune to “The Itsy Bitsy Spider” to create your
own song about a bug. See how many directional words you can
include.

Bee and Bug Songs

The  ___________________    ____________________  hornet

_____________________________________________________________
(where he went)
_____________________________________________________________
(who found him)
_____________________________________________________________
(what they asked him to do)

(Hornet’s reply)________________________________________

So the  ___________________     _________________  hornet

_____________________________________________________________
(what the hornet did)
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Integrated Activities for Picture Books 
MARC BROWN 

 

PART 1  THE READ ALOUD: Arthur’s Family Vacation (1993) 
 

Summary:  Arthur’s family takes a vacation during camp week! The hotel is terrible. 
Then it rains. Arthur saves the day by creating indoor field trips and the vacation is 
saved! 
  

     ™    FOCUS: Different Sentence Patterns 
 

As you read the picture book to your class, focus on the different sentence patterns. As 
the story is narrated, the sentences are statements. As the characters talk to one an-
other, they use questions and exclamations. Have students give you a signal when they 
hear a question or an exclamation. 
 

PART II: THE DRAWING 
Draw Arthur.  
 

Start with an upside down U.  
Add 2 circles for his glasses.     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Add a half circle below the glasses. 
Draw a smile. 
Add 2 beady eyes. 
Make 2 upside-down U’s for nostrils. 
Add eyebrows. 
Make his ears. 
 
PART III:  THE ART PROJECT IDEA      
Summer Fun with Arthur         
Make a bulletin board using the picture on the title page. Draw Arthur’s head, cut it out, 
put the head (with or without arms) inside the inner tube. Use butcher paper and yarn to 
create the water. Add writing if desired. 
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Using teacher-made body patterns make a life-sized Arthur. Be sure to bend one arm so 
Arthur can hold up the writing for display. Let students design and color the clothing and 
the head. Bend one arm, and put the writing in it for display. 
 

PART IV: THE WRITING CONNECTION 
Write a letter to Marc Brown about the book. Write a letter to Arthur about your 
Write a postcard to a friend.    vacation. 
Write a new story about Arthur.  
 

also by Marc Brown . . . 
 
PART 1  THE READ ALOUD: Arthur’s Teacher Trouble (1986) 
Summary: Arthur gets Mr. Ratburn as his teacher. While every other class in the 
school is easing into their routine, Arthur has homework every night. As he studies day 
and night for the school-wide Spellathon, DW reminds him that she has plenty of time to 
play. She doesn’t have homework because she won’t be in kindergarten until next year – 
and Ms. Meeker never gives homework. After Arthur wins the Spellathon, Mr. Ratburn 
makes an announcement. Next year he’ll be teaching kindergarten! 
 

™    FOCUS: Logical Order 
 
I like the way the story progresses with a task, hard work, and a reward when Arthur 
wins the Spellathon. The best part, though, is the surprise ending!  
 
PART II: ART PROJECT IDEA 
Make a notebook-sized template for a page in a Writer’s Notebook. At the top, label it 
TOUGHEST WORDS FOR GRADE __. Draw Arthur’s face in the upper left hand corner. 
As a class, decide on the toughest 20 spelling words. Type them in an alphabetized list. 
Leave room at the bottom for each student to add their own words. Students will place 
the sheets in their Writer’s Notebooks for quick reference. 
 
PART III: THE WRITING CONNECTION 
The Spelling Bee    How I REALLY Feel about Homework 
My Teacher is the (Best or Worst)! Hard Work Always Pays 
I Really Felt Proud When. . .  DW’s First Day of Kindergarten 
My Teacher, Mr. Ratburn     
 
Other Arthur books . . .   Arthur Goes to Camp (1982) 
Arthur’s Birthday (1989)    Arthur’s Computer Disaster (1997) 
Arthur’s Underwear (2001)   Arthur’s Off to School (2004) 
The World of Arthur and Friends (2004) Arthur Helps Out (2005) 
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Transparency Master

IF...
(Cause and effect)

Read about a famous person.  Find three facts about
the person.  Use the facts in this poem.

If he did not know how to draw
If he did not draw a cat in a hat
If children did not love his books
His name would not be Dr. Seuss

If  he did not have a dream
If he did not lead peaceful protests
If he did not move people with his words
His name would not be Martin Luther King, Jr.

If she did not become an Indian Princess
If she did not help the Pilgrims
If she did not become friends with John Smith
Her name would not be Pocahontas.

64                                                                                                                                    © Nancy Polette

Good Reading

 Martin’s Big Words 
by Doreen Rappaport.
Jump At the Sun, 2001.

 Dr. Seuss 
by Dana Rau.  Children’s

Press, 2003.

 Pocahontas
 by Nancy Polette.

Children’s Press, 2003.
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IF...
(Cause and effect)

Read about a famous person.  Find three facts about the 
person.  Use your facts in the poem.

Example:
If he did not write stories for children
If he did not like mad hatters and tea parties
If he did write about a little girl named Alice
His name would not be Lewis Carroll

If  he/she did not ________________________________

_________________________________________________

If he/she did not _________________________________

_________________________________________________

If he/she did not _________________________________

_________________________________________________

His/her name would not be________________

© Nancy Polette                                                                                                                          65
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