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Character Traits 

Characters from literature you have met thus far in this book are: 

The Pied Piper The Mayor of Hamelin Fritz, the apprentice 

The Sorcerer Fritz's mother Baker's wife 

The Robot Inventor The Emperor The Kitchen Maid 

The Nightingale The Plotters The Wise Man 

Activity 
From the list of characters decide who is most (choose any three words): 

remarkable courageous honest stubborn deceitful 
cowardly rash sincere forlorn angry 
clumsy weary greedy jovial jealous 
Ionesome gloomy bored eerie inept 
vain realistic brash steadfast serene 
resentfuI mighty unsure patient trustworthy 
overwhelmed 

Be sure to have a reason for each of your answers. Try using the following model: 

was , 

, and 

because 

Example 
Rapunzel was lonesome, patient, and realistic because she spent every day and 

night alone in a tower where she was occasionally visited by a witch who was not her 
friend. She waited without complaining for a long time for her prince to come. She 
knew if she and the prince wanted to escape, she would haue to cut off her 
long, louely hair. 
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Good Listening Habits

} Con cen trate to tally on what the other per son is say ing.

}  As sume an at ten tive at ti tude. (Pos ture, eye con tact)

}  Take notes if ap pro pri ate.

}  Don’t in ter rupt.

}  Don’t jump to con clu sions.

}  Share re spon si bil ity for com mu ni ca tion. (If you don’t un der stand, ask for            

clar i fi ca tion.)

}  Draw the other per son out by ask ing for their opin ion.

}  Be aware of the speaker’s non-ver bal be hav ior.

}  Ask per ti nent ques tions and use re phras ing for clar i fi ca tion.

}  Stay on track. Con cen trate on the main topic.

}  Iden tify the type of rea son ing the speaker is us ing.

}  If you dis agree, use tact and di plo macy to share your point of view.

}  Lis ten to what the speaker is NOT say ing.

}  Take a breath! Slow down. Ask for a time out to think about things.

}  Be un der stand ing if Eng lish is a sec ond lan guage. Ask the speaker to 

re peat. Don’t say you un der stand un less you re ally do. 

}  Be sen si tive to cul tural dif fer ences. Other peo ple may not talk and lis ten the same

way you do. For ex am ple, in some cul tures look ing some one in the eye while 

lis ten ing is con sid ered rude. In other cul tures, it’s just the op po site. If you aren’t

sure what is ap pro pri ate, ASK!

Teaching, Thinking, Learning The Thought-FULL Teacher
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FACT OR FICTION?

After his first TV appearance, 
Leonardo Di Caprio 

was told never to come back. 
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    Leonardo DiCaprio        

Le o nardo DiCaprio was born in Los An geles, Cal i for nia,
in 1974. Five years later he made his first tele vi sion ap pear -

ance as one of the chil dren on the pop u lar Romper Room show. His tele vi -
sion ca reer be gan and ended that same day. He yelled, he ran around, he 
dis rupted the cast and crew, and no one could con trol him. He was told
not to re turn the next day.

Raised by very easy-go ing but lov ing par ents, Le o nardo spent his child -
hood in what he calls the “ghetto” of Hol ly wood. It was a rough neigh bor -
hood. Just get ting from one end of a block to an other was a trial. Le o nardo 
could eas ily have ended up in a gang with a crim i nal re cord, but his par -
ents sent him to a school some dis tance away. Not only was he as sured a
good ed u ca tion, but his friends were boys from better neighborhoods.

His first act ing job was a com mer cial for Match box Cars®. He was a
pop u lar choice for com mer cials aimed at chil dren since he looked much
youn ger than his ac tual age and could learn lines and fol low di rec tions
more eas ily than a younger actor.

Le o nardo moved from do ing more than 30 com mer cials to be ing a
cast mem ber on var i ous tele vi sion shows and fi nally to mov ies. In The Quick 
and the Dead, This Boys’ Life, and What’s Eat ing Gilbert Grape he played a
trou bled teen. His big break came with his role as Jack Dawson in Ti tanic.
Many fans saw the movie six or more times. “Leomania” broke out ev ery -
where. The lit tle boy who was sent home from Romper Room had truly be -
come a star!
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FACT OR FICTION?

Sandra Day O’Connor
turned down 30 job offers

after graduating third in her law school class.
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    Sandra Day O’Connor      

San dra Day O’Connor, the first fe male As so ci ate Jus tice
of the United Sates Su preme Court, re ceived no job of fers af -
ter grad u at ing from law school de spite the fact that she
ranked third in her class.

Jus tice O’Connor (born in 1930 in El Paso, Texas) grew up on a cat tle ranch 
in Texas. For the first eight years of her life she was an only child. She read at
the age of four, drove a trac tor, and learned to shoot by the age of ten. Some
said she could hit a coy ote be tween the eyes at 40 paces. San dra’s par ents
were wor ried that the small school house avail able to ranch chil dren would
not give their daugh ter the ed u ca tion she needed. When San dra was six years 
old, they sent her to live with her grand par ents in El Paso where she could
have better schooling.

San dra ex celled at her stud ies whether at Aus tin High School in El Paso or
Stan ford Uni ver sity in Cal i for nia. Since no one wanted to hire a woman law yer,
San dra got a job as a law clerk af ter grad u a tion. Mar riage and chil dren and a 
move to Ar i zona fol lowed, and know ing no law firm would hire a young
mother, San dra opened her own law firm. The task of bal anc ing moth er hood
with full time work as a law yer proved dif fi cult. She took five years off to be a
full time mom but stayed active in local politics.

In 1965, San dra went to work part time as as sis tant at tor ney-gen eral for the
State of Ar i zona. She moved quickly to be come at tor ney gen eral, a mem ber
of the state leg is la ture, and the Ar i zona State Ma jor ity Leader. In 1974, she won
elec tion as a judge for the Maricopa County Su pe rior Court and later moved
to the Ar i zona Court of Appeals.

In 1981, San dra Day O'Connor was ap pointed to the Su preme Court of the
United States. Seven years later she was di ag nosed with can cer. Friends urged
her to re tire, but she knew there was work still to be done. She re mained at her
post dur ing her treat ment and over came the ill ness. She con tin ued to serve
with dis tinc tion for an other eight years.

San dra Day O’Connor ex em pli fies the phi los o phy she lives by. Any trial can 
be over come with de ter mi na tion. Tri umph will follow!
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What Do You Value? 

In The Niahtingale, the Emperor learned that man-made things can become 
obsolete but that the beauty of nature endures forever. 

Activity - Circle vour answer 

Would you rather. . . 
a. be able to spin straw into golden thread . . . or 

turn anything you touched into gold? 

b. fall asleep for one hundred years . . . or . . . be changed into a frog? 

c. live in a mermaid's cave . . . or . . . in a land above the clouds? 

d. have a hen that lays golden eggs . . . or . . . a wooden spoon you can fly on? 

e. have a witch . . . or . . . a giant for an enemy? 

f. have a talking wolf. . . or . . . a troll for a friend? 

g. have an enchanted mirror . . . or 
a harp that plays mysterious, magical music by itself? 

h. live by yourself in a luxurious castle (you can have no visitors) . . . or 
with100 other people in a worn shoe? 

i. be unable to lie . . . or . . . unable to tell the truth? 

j. be a beast with a human heart . . . or . . . be a human with a beast's heart? 

k. be a journey. . . or . . . the journey's end? 

Choose one of your answers and write about it using the following model: 

I would rather than 

because 
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