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A short narrative of an interesting incident. 

ANECDOTE 
READ  

Tad’s Turkey 
 
Tad was eight years old. He lived in the White House. His father was Abraham 

Lincoln, President of the United States. Tad had two rabbits and two goats for pets. 
One day Tad saw Cook with a turkey. She put the turkey in a pen.   

“A new pet,” Tad said. “I will name him Jack.” He opened the turkey pen. 
The turkey walked out. Tad and Jack played under the trees. Tad ran after Jack. 
Jack ran after Tad. 

On Thanksgiving Day Cook went to the turkey pen. Jack was not there. Cook 
saw Tad walking with the turkey. 

“Bring the turkey to me,” Cook said. “That turkey is our Thanksgiving dinner.” 
“Wait!” Tad said. “Do not hurt Jack. I will see father.” 
Tad ran to see his father. “Jack is a good turkey,” he said. 
“I do not want him to be Thanksgiving dinner.” 
The president smiled. He took out a card. He wrote on the card. “Take this to 

Cook,” he said. 
Tad gave the card to Cook. Cook read the card. Cook smiled. “No turkey dinner 

today,” it said. “Tad has a new pet.” 
 
 

OBSERVE 
 
1. Where does the incident take place? 
 
2. When did it occur? 
 
3. Who was involved? 
 
4. What happened? 
 
5. What is revealed about President Lincoln in this anecdote? 
 
 

Stan
Typewritten Text
from



THE BEST EVER WRITING MODELS 
 

© Nancy Polette 
Published by Pieces of Learning 

13 

ANECDOTE 
  WRITE 

  
Think of one exciting incident in your life you can share. 

  
What happened? _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Who was involved? ___________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Where and when did this happen? _____________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How did the incident end?? ___________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Using the information above, write the anecdote. Give it a title. 
 

_______________________________ 
title 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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 A short recounting of an event or incident, usually autobiographical. 

MEMOIR 
Reprinted with permission: “The Farmers and the Snakes” from Long Ago In 

Oregon by Claudia Lewis. Harper Collins. 1987. 
 
READ  

 
 

The Farmers and the Snakes 
 

When the Johnsons took me with them 
for a weekend at their farm 
near Old Baldy mountain, 
the buggy ride out of town 
was fun. 
 
But there, 
around the summer house, 
snakes were sliding in the weedy grass, 
long, thick snakes. 

 
 
 

Men from the farm 
came with scythes 
to slash the weeds 
and hook up snakes and toss 
them into a roaring fire, 
to make the grass safe for us. 

 
I could not have told 
which froze me most,  
the crawling snakes 
or sight of them flung 
to bonfire death. 

 
 

OBSERVE 
1. Who is relating the incident? 

 2. When and where did the incident take place? 
3. What words are used to create pictures in the reader’s mind? 
4. How does the writer feel about the incident? 
5. How is the sentence structure different from report writing? 
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MEMOIR 
  WRITE 

 
A. List three incidents in your life you might like to retell. 
 1. _________________________________________    

2. _________________________________________    
3. _________________________________________ 

 
B. Star the incident listed above that you most want to retell. 

1. Where did it take place? 
  _______________________________________________________________ 

2. When did it take place? 
  _______________________________________________________________ 

3. What was the most important thing that happened? 
  _______________________________________________________________ 
  _______________________________________________________________ 
  _______________________________________________________________ 
  _______________________________________________________________ 

 
4.  List words to tell how you felt before, during and after the incident. 

 
 Before  During   After 
 _____________ _____________ ______________ 
 _____________ _____________ ______________ 

 _____________ _____________ ______________ 
 _____________ _____________ ______________ 
 _____________ _____________ ______________ 

 
5.  Be sure to use words to help your reader see, feel, smell, and hear what 
happened. 

 
 
 C. On another paper write the memoir.  
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Artist  
 

Born: __________________     
Died:___________________ 

Nationality:_________________________________ 
 

Married:  No    Yes: To Whom ______________________________  
 
Background Information: _________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

Artist’s Life: __________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

                            

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of Artwork  Style     Date 
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The "Who's Been Here?" Report - Fiction 

WHAT TO DO 

A good detective looks for clues to solve a mystery. What 
clues can you illustrate about a particular character in 
literature? Draw your clues on one page of your "Who's 
Been Here?" book. On the next page draw the character 
and tell how the clues relate to the character. 

EXAMPLES 

Clues to Cinderella 
A scrub brush 
A fireplace 
A glass slipper 

Clues to Ebenezer Scrooge 
Money Clues to Homer Price 
A top hat and scarf A lunchroom sign 
A ghost A doughnut 

A diamond bracelet 

HERE IS HOW YOUR BOOK WILL LOOK 

ANSWER: CAPTAIN HOOK 

A crocodile had 
taken one of 
Captain Hook's 
hands and was 
forever chasing him 
to get the other. 
Since the crocodile 
has swallowed a 
ticking clock, 
Captain Hook could 
always hear the 
crocodile coming 
and knew when to 
run away. 

WHO'S BEEN HERE? 

© Nancy Polette CLC0213 Pieces of Learning 9 
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Name  ___________________________________            Grade 4 
Teacher/School ___________________________  
Date _____________________________________     SCORE ___ / 6 
                         ___ / 4 

How to Pack the Best Lunch 
 

Read the information in the box.  Then complete the writing activity. 
 

You never like the school lunch, so your mom has agreed to let you make your 
own twice a week. Your lunches are so noticeable, that the school newspaper 
has asked you to write an article in a series about “The Best Lunches.” What 
do you usually put in your lunch? How do you pack it? Why is your lunch so 
great? 
 
Write an article for the school newspaper that tells about your lunch and 
what is so noticeable. Be sure to include as many details as you can to make 
your article interesting. 
 
 

Pre-Writing Activity 
 

Plan your writing on other paper before you begin. 
Be sure your story has a beginning, a middle, and an end. 
 
Here are some questions to help you organize your story. 
 What do you usually put in your lunch? 
 How do you pack it? 
 Why is your lunch so great? 
 

Add details to make your writing interesting. 
Write on as many lines as possible. The length of your story should be more 
than one page. 
 
 

Your writing will be scored on how clearly you write and how well you get 
your ideas across. Be sure to check over everything before you turn it in. 

Stan
Typewritten Text
Becoming a Better Writer

Stan
Typewritten Text
from

Stan
Line



© Pieces of Learning  63 

 
     Prompts with Questions for Grades 3 and 4 

 
 
The following writing tasks are examples of the type of prompts you might find on a 
standardized writing assessment. These are designed to be transferred to a transpar-
ency and used throughout the year with your class.  
 

My New Friend 
You have just found a new friend, and you have so much in common! Your friend lives just 
a few houses away, and you will be able to do things together every day. 
 

 Who is your new friend? 
 How did you meet? 
 Why is this person so special? 
Write a real or imaginary story that tells about your new friend. Be sure your story has a 
beginning, a middle, and an end. Write as many descriptive details as you can to make your 
story interesting. 
 
The $50 Gift 
It’s an ordinary Friday, and the school day has almost ended. Suddenly your teacher says 
she has a surprise for everyone. On the way out the door, she hands each student a $50 
bill. 
 

 Why would she do this? 
 What will you do with the money? 
 On Monday, how will you feel about your choice? 
Write a real or imaginary story that tells about your $50 gift. Be sure your story has a 
beginning, a middle, and an end. Write as many descriptive details as you can to make your 
story interesting. 
 
The Most Fun I Ever Had 
The students in your class are sharing stories about the fun times during their lives. 
 What did you do? 
 Where did you go? 
 Who was with you? 
Write a story that tells about a time when you had fun. Be sure your story has a begin-
ning, a middle, and an end. Write as many descriptive details as you can to make your 
story interesting. 
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Topic:  What Did You See Today?

     On my way to school this morn ing 
    I no ticed . . .

Be sure to in clude:
• Where you were
• What your saw
• In ter est ing words

        In ter est ing Words (Chal leng ing Vo cab u lary)

• Include 3 challenging vocabulary attempts.

• Eliminate generic words like went and said.

• Replace words used many times.

• Use words specific to this topic.

© 2009 Pieces of Learning 
The Simple 6™ Revised Edition
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Chapter 2  Simplifying Rubric Scoring Using The Simple 6™
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Name ___________________________________              Grade 5 
Teacher/School ___________________________  
Date _____________________________________    SCORE  ___ / 6 
                    ___ / 4 

 

The Longest Day of My Life! 
 
Read the information in the box.  Then complete the writing activity. 
 
You have just returned home after a long day—the longest day of your life!  You plop 
down in the chair, and your mom comes around the corner and says, “So, how was your 
day?”   
 
What will you tell her?  Be as descriptive as possible as you tell her what you did all day, 
whether or not anyone was with you, and why the day seemed so long. 
 
Write a story that describes your day. 
 
 
Pre-Writing Activity  
 
Plan your writing on other paper before you begin. 
Be sure your story has a beginning, a middle, and an end. 
 
Here are some questions to help you organize your story. 
  what you did all day    
  whether or not anyone was with you 
  why the day seemed so long 
  descriptive details about how you feel 
 
Add details to make your writing interesting. 
Write on as many lines as possible. The length of your story should be more than one 
page. 
 
 
Your writing will be scored on how clearly you write and how well you get your ideas 
across. Be sure to check everything over before you turn it in. 
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