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How have other people worked to solve a storage problem? 

• stack items on multiple shelves   

• shelves of different sizes 

• get rid of what you don’t need  

• boats are ‘dry docked’ and stacked like shoe boxes  

• train ‘roundhouses’ bring out the engine as needed 

How have animals solved their storage problems? 
   

 
    bees store their babies in honeycombs, which        

      are little, piled, compartments 
 

    squirrels store nuts in piles. Whatever is in front  
      gets used first 
 
 

 

A lively discussion of these solutions could lead to a realistic solution to parking. 
Look at the following suggestions: 

1. All small cars park in one small lot, with small spaces marked off. Medium cars in 
another lot and larger cars in larger spaces in the back lot. 
 

2. Teachers who customarily arrive early park in one row. Later arriving teachers 
who will leave early, or on time will double-park behind the first row. The first 
row of teachers is blocked in, but it doesn’t matter – because they leave last! 
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Drop Everything!  

 
 

 Drop Everything  is a visual elaboration game. The unexpected shapes and 
patterns created by ‘dropped’ items is the impetus to 
creative thought. 

 
First, select appropriate small items to drop onto blank papers. Distribute the 

items to students. Decide if all will drop the same items, or vary them so no two 
neighbors have the same items. 

 
Have students hold the items about 8-12 inches above the paper and then let go! 

Explain that once dropped, the items may not be moved. They will be glued or taped 
in place. Items that land partially on and partially off the edge of the paper should 
remain as they are. This only adds to more creative possibilities as boundaries are 
extended! 

 
Once the dropped pieces have been secured, the students then need to turn and 

twist the paper, looking at it from all angles. They are to imagine what these pieces 
could be. Are they many pieces of the same thing or are they parts belonging to one 
larger thing?  

 
Pencil, colored pencil, chalk, and marker can all be used to add details to the 

paper to show the vision created by these dropped items. The final picture should 
not be the original items representing what they really are. For example, if buttons 
are dropped, the final picture should not be clothing items with buttons appearing as 
they would on a real garment. Instead the buttons might be eyes, wheels, balloons, 
or turtles! Ideally have students use the entire paper to create a detailed picture. 
Have students add a creative title. 

 
Suggested materials for ‘drops’: 
   Toothpicks  Sequins, small and large  Paperclips 

  Buttons  Dried beans    Pennies 
  Pasta 
 
Feeling Naturally Creative? Drop: 
  Small leaves  Twigs     Pine straw 

  Seeds   Flower petals 

Stan
Typewritten Text
from   Creativity Tackle Box

Stan
Line



Stan
Typewritten Text

Stan
Typewritten Text
Think Harder!

Stan
Typewritten Text
from

Stan
Line



© Pieces of Learning  7 

JANUARY DAILY ACTIVITIES 

  
January 9th - National Static Electricity 

Day ZAP! 
We have all dealt with it at one time or 

another.  Why does static electricity 
occur?  What can you do to prevent it? 
Do all those methods people mention 

to you really work?  Make a list of ways 
to prevent static and test them.  The 
main component needed is students 

who are willing to be shocked by static 
electricity!  

Some cool science experiments about 
static electricity: 

 
 
 

Web Investigation 
 

www.sciencemadesimple.com/static.html   
 

 

January 10th- Oil Discovered in Texas 
1901 

 
The modern oil industry was born on 

this day in southeastern Texas on a salt 
dome oil field named Spindletop.   

Anthony Francis Lucas had been drilling 
for oil for months in this location when 

the mud began bubbling on January 
10th. The oil geyser was found at the 

depth of 1,139 feet and blew a stream 
of oil over 200 feet high until it was 

capped nine days later.  During those 
nine days 800,000 barrels of oil had 

been collected.   
 

Web Investigation 
 

www.spindletop.org/default.htm 

January 11th - Milk Day  
 

On this day in 1878, the first bottles of 
milk were delivered.  Milk was bottled 
and delivered in glass containers from 
this time into the 1950s.  In the 1960s 
the glass container was replaced with 

paper cartons and then eventually 
plastic containers.  Advertisements 
started on the milk bottles in the 

1920s.   

Today the clear infrared bottle allows 
scanners to check the cleanliness of the 

milk.   

Design a container that may be used in 
the future to hold milk.  Why has milk 
been a diet staple through the years?   

What benefits and vitamins are 
contained in milk?   

 

Web Investigation 
 

www.bodybymilk.com/index.php 

January 13th - Poetry Break Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take a well-earned poetry break today.  
Take time to read and write poetry 

today.   
 

Web Investigation 
 

www.poetry4kids.com/ 
www.gigglepoetry.com/ 
www.favoritepoem.org/ 
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MARCH MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 

Music in Our Schools Month 
 

Set aside this month to increase public awareness of the importance of music in our 
schools as a part of a balanced curriculum.   

Explore music with your students outside of music class.  Pay attention to which 
students may be musically inclined, and use this as a motivator to help students excel 

in other subjects.  Give all your students opportunities to be assessed in ways that they 
are already interested in or excel in.   

Students could choose to write a song or compose music as part of an assignment.  
When you tap into what interests students you will interest them in learning!   

 

Web Investigation 
 

www.classicsforkids.com 
www.playmusic.org 

www.creatingmusic.com/  
www.sfskids.org/ 

 
 

National Women’s History 

Month 
 

Many women had to fight and 
struggle in order to gain certain 

freedoms and follow their 
dreams. Molly Pitcher, Dolley 

Madison, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
Calamity Jane, and Eleanor 
Roosevelt are a few of the 

influential women found in our 
resources.   

 

Web Investigation 
 

www.timeforkids.com/TFK/whm 
www.nwhp.org/ 

 
 

National Middle Level 

Education Month 
 

During this month Middle Schools are 
encouraged to schedule local events 
that focus on the educational needs 

of early adolescents.  
Create a day with games and thinking 
strategies that involve middle school 
students, their peers, and families.   
Make the games cater to the topics 

and needs of middle school students. 
 

Web Investigation 
 

www.ferryhalim.com/orisinal/ 
www.awesomestories.com/ 

www.bbc.co.uk/brainboxchallenge/ 
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Follow the directions to create a mask! 

 
You may add additional elements to the finished mask as long as all required elements 
can be seen easily. 

 
 

 1. Carefully choose the color for your mask. Choose paper that is the same color 
as the color that forms when lemon juice touches litmus paper. 

 
 2. When you draw the mask shape, make it look like an upside-down drop of  

liquid precipitation. Be sure to draw the mask shape large enough to cover your 
face. 

 
 3. The radius of the mask is equal to the number of days it takes for a grape to  

become a raisin. Measure this number in centimeters. 
 
 4. Mark and cut out oblong eyeholes. Draw around the eyeholes to look like the 

kohl designs around King Tut’s eyes. 
 
 5. What is the pH of lemon juice? Find out! Show this number on your mask with 

freeform round squiggles! Make the number of squiggles equal the pH number. 
Make the squiggles out of thin strips of paper or curling ribbon and attach them 
to the mask. 

 
 6. Add colorful details to the temples of the mask. What colorful adornments do 

maypoles have attached to their tops? Add the same type of detail to the mask.  
 

 7. What is the prime number between 5 and 10? Put this same number of  
maypole-like items on each temple of the mask.  

 
 

Research and take notes about all the information necessary to make an accurate model 
of the mask. You also need to add a mouth and nose. You decide what they look like. 
Will the mouth and nose stick out, or will they be cut out? Be creative!  
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Observational Research Cards 

1. How many homes are on the street where you live? Count the homes 

2. Look a t  homes on your way to school. What color do you see most? 

3. What building material is most used in the homes on your street? 

4. If you could add one room to your home what room would it be? 

Desserts a> <) 
Write the name of each dessert served in your school lunch for 
five days. 

@,;> 
A. What dessert was served most? 

6> 
<?@ 

B. Ask ten friends to name their favorite school lunch dessert. <# 
@> 

What dessert was named most? 

C. Is this the dessert served most often? 
a> 

<D <:m 

O 2001 Nancy Polette 
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